Book Reviews 787 question are tackled with equal facility and are carefully and clearly described. With such a vast literature from which to choose, discretion has been exercised and the result is a pleasing and rounded discourse on a subject which is beginning to show signs of yielding at last to the ceaseless pressure of research.
illustrated. 66s. 6d.) Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co. 1958 . This well-known work, with its sustained clinical bedside methods, has now reached its fifth edition and covers the advances that have taken place in the past six years in the surgery of congenital and acquired heart disease. Further advances in electrocardiography and vectorcardiography are also discussed but the chief merit of this book lies in its practical nature. The important aspects of diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of heart disease at the bedside are emphasized and the book will be of value not only to the practising physician but also to the family doctor.
There is some repetition throughout, but this may be excused on the grounds that each chapter is meant to be self-contained. A noteworthy feature is the successful attempt to integrate clinical and laboratory studies for the practising clinician. Ltd. 1958. Everybody realizes the importance of the endocrine system in relation to breast cancer, and indeed to the whole cancer riddle.
The book is a report of the proceedings of a conference held in Glasgow during July 1957, and the editor, Dr. Alastair Currie, is to be congratulated on publishing it so promptly.
The report is divided into four parts, Clinical, Pathological, Study of Hormones, and Experimental Pathology.
There is an excellent discussion and summary at the end of each part, and a review of the conference seen as a whole by Prof. C. F. W. Illingworth.
This fascinating book is a necessity for every clinician who is treating cancer of the breast, as well as for every laboratory worker. Even if much of the work has been described previously in separate articles, this book brings the essence of the work together in a very readable volume. Whether these vast and expensive books can continue to expand every few years is very doubtful. There is no evidence that the first edition has been pruned and several sections show signs of neglect. Thus neuroradiology of the posterior fossa is dismissed as being ineffective in diagnosis, yet the newest techniques now widely used are not mentioned. Whilst electroretinography may have only limited application in clinical problems, research in the subject continues, but this is not recognized and the original text is unaltered. A section is devoted to electroencephalography, an ancillary diagnostic aid which has contributed much during the past decade to this aspect of neurology. But again the text and its references are identical in the two editions and are now, of course, quite out of date. The dreadful EEG samples seen in 1947 appear again; they have only a historical value.
These are but small criticisms, however, of a work which now ranks as one of the more important reference books on the subject and one which can be strongly recommended. therapeutics which includes details of the administration of chlorothiazide must appear to British eyes to be very much up to date. This, together with most advances one wishes to refer to, will be found in the latest edition of this well-known book. Its real practical value to both consultants and general practitioners is fully maintained, and it is reassuring to know that it is available for reference.
